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EXTRACT FROM A SERMON, 
On the importance of mutual charity among the different 


denominations of christians. By one of our brethren. 


“* For ye are yel carnal: for whereas there is among 
you eniying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not car- 
nal, and walkas men? For whele one saith, Tam of 
Poul ; and another, Lam of Apollos ; are ye not carnal? 
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers 
hy whom ye believed, even ag the Lord gave to every 
ivan 2"—1 Cor, iii. 3, 4, 5. 

Bur in order to avail ourselves of all the in- 
struction offered in our text, we must descend 
‘o particulars. Hitherto we have attended to 
the nature and effect of hatred, only in a gene- 
ral point of view; but now we shall attempt a 
careful examination of a certain practice in the 
church of God, which ts directly calculated to 
produce, cherish and perpetuate the spirit of 
hatred. We have already seen that the sacred 
profession of the church is not proof against the 
intluence of this spirit, and we have moreover 
scen that when it is discovered there, the sanc- 
tity of the retreat must by no means allord it an 
unmolested asylum. Following the example of 
si. Paul, we shall boldly pursue it into this hal- 
Towed covert; and undaunted by all the impos 
‘ig but false pretensions of reiigious zeal by 
which the monster is supported on Js throne, 
we shall do our best to drag him ferth into the 
clear light or truth. Happily, in so doing, we 
shall not be obliged to wander from the limits 
of our text. The apostle has here not only di- 
rected us to the scene of our labours, but taken 
possession of the ground before us. 

Doubtless you anticipate me in designating 
the particular instance in view. It is that of a 
party-spirited religion, where * one saith | am 
of Paul, and auother, | am of Apollos.” We 
should suppose from the Apostle’s language that 
he looked upon this division in their church as 
a complete demonstration of the carnality of the 
Corinthians; as a demonstration tco, of which 
they themselves must feel the force; ‘* while 
one saith, lam of Paul, and another, I am of 
Apollos, are ye not carnal ?” 

‘** But wherein consisted the wickedness of 
their calling themselves by these great and wor- 
thy names? They could not have selected a 
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greater on earth than Pau!; he was one of the| 
chief Apostles. And Apollos and Cephas were | 
his faithful fellow-labourers ; we cannot suppose | 
them infected with any dangerous sentiment, as 
Paul would have withdrawn from them in such 
acase. Why then did those christians act im- 
properly in sayieg | am of Paul, or of Apollos, 
or of Cephas?” Answer; By paying that re- 
lizious deference to man which is due only to 
the great Head of the church. Christ express- 
iy commanded his disciples to call no man on 
earth their father or master. 

Indeed as blind as we are, yet we may disco- 
ver that a permission to call themselves ina re- 
iizrous view of anv human name whatever would 
be contrary te the laws of natural propriety.— 





For in calling themselves of Paul or of Apollos | 


they virtually declared an intention of consider- 
ing those persons as leaders; it is a well known 
fact, that followers generally will regard the 
characters of their leaders, as standards to which 
they are to conform their own. This fact may 
be observed by.comparing the different spirits 
of our modern religious parties, with the tem- 
per and genius of their fotmders and most noted 
leaders. Now to set upany imperfect being as 
such a religious standard is certainly diverting 
the attention from the express image of God,— 
the only example of perfect holiness which has 
been given. Even Paul himself though perhaps 
excelled by yo man in the imitation of Christ, 
was nevertheless very far from the perfection 
of his sinless master. When he would do good 
evil was present with him; and if he were made 
a standard, the moral corruption of his follow- 
ers would lead them frequently to copy his frail- 
ties rather thay his graces. 

But this is notall. If one christian had a dis- 
cretionary right to choose a religious leader 
from among men; then would all christians be 
left to their caprice in setting up as many oth- 
ers as they pleased; and divisions, envying, strife, 
confusion and every evil work would follow. 

These were the consequences of such a prac- 
tice among the Corinthians as we may see from 
what St. Paul says to them in his first chapter. 
‘For it hath been declared unto me of you my 
Srethren, by them which are of the house of 
Chloe that there are contentions ampng you. 
Now this I say that every one of you saith I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I 
of Christ; Is Christ divided 2?" And from another 
passage once recited, we may very accurately 
determine how far these contentions proceeded, 
“IT speak to your shame. Is it so that there jg 
not a wise man among you? No, not one that 
shall be able to judge between his brethren. 
But brother goeth to law with brother. and that 
unbelievers.’ I do not wish to put 
an uncharitable construction on this; but con- 
duct of similar religious parties at the present 
day, especrally when they are in the heat ef 
faction, perhaps no one will hesitate to receive 
the following as a just interpretation. At first 
envyings and contentions arose between those 
of different names; then to gratify their spirit 
of strife, they embraced occasions for legal pro- 
secutions; but too justly fearing that their cause 
would be unsafe in the hands of a christian bro- 
ther of an opposing sect, they would rather sub- 
mit it to the justice of unbelievers, who im that 
age were heathens. Such was their mutual 
prejudice that they were unable to judge be- 
tween their brethren! Weil might St. Paul 
say, I speak to your shame. 

Of all conduct such as theirs was the most di- 
rect in opposition to the spirit of the Gospel they 
professed. Where was that spirit whese fruits 
are love, joy, peace, long-s iiering? Where 
was that charity without which St. Paul assures 
them, the tongues of men, and o: angels, would 
be nothing but sounding var.tics, without which 
the knowledge of mysteries. ‘> gift of prophe- 
cy, all the miraculous powers of faith would a- 
vail nothing ; without which not even the zeal 
and fortitude that would meet & endure the trial 
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|of martyrdom could profit them? 
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This spirit, 
this charity had forsaken them and they were 
carnal. Instead of that brotherly love which ia 
the soul of all true religion, discord and jealousy 
like the waters of bitterness pervaded their so- 
ciety and rendered it like the troubled sea when 
it cannot rest, and whose waves cast up mire 
and dirt. 1 will not descend to pourtray the . 
minute parts of a scene so deplorable and dis- 
gusting. They would but awaken in my mind 
und perbaps iv yours, things which we would 
fain bary in eternal oblivion; the friendship of 
some with whom we began the christian race. 
now turned to worse than indifference ; the con 
tumely, the scorn, the abhorrence, and the big- 
oted rancor we have felt from our brethren in 
Christ; who nevertheless possessed some vir- 
tues that endeared them to our hearts, but with 
a hopeless esteem. Let these things rest in si- 
lence; but we have reason to imagine them not 
totally unknown among the Corinthians. Alas, 
that they should pervert the religion of the 
meek and loving Jesus to such detestable ends. 
If such are your reflections, my brethren, trea- 
sure up in your hearts the Apostle’s demand of 
them, ‘* While one saith, 1 am of Paul, and ano- 
ther, 1 am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? for 
whereas there is among you envying, and strife, 
and divisions, are ye not carnal?” 

But never would I have indulged so full a 


‘| view of these corruptions in the ancient Corin- 


thian church, were it not that I see in our mod- 
erp churches which | cannot behold without the 
most fearful apprehensions of its being the very 
abomination which we have just examined, ab- 
horred and wondered at in the Corinthians. Oh 
my brethren, what is the state of the christian 
church at the present day? Isit not all divided out 
in loopposing denominations ? When we turn our 
eyes from the church of God at Corinth, to the 
widely extended church of this age, what cause 
have we to glory in the exchange? Instead of 
those three or four parties, we now behold an 
alarming number, each of which distinguishes 
itself by some name not half so worthy as that 
of Paul or Apollos or Cephas. _ And are there 
not envyings, strife and contentions between 
these several parties? Or shall we venture to 
assert there are no such disgraceful things among 
us! An assertion that would deceive nobody, 
for every boly knows to the contrary. Has it 
come to this, then, that on awaking from the 
popular flattering dream where we fancied 
ourselves as the church of Christ, almost arriv- 
ed to perfection, almost ready to grasp the jubi- 
lee trumpet to declare that the kingdoms of this 
world had become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ; wherein our fond imaginations, 
our little hearts began to swell with pride, and 
eur tongues began to boast that we had done 


great things for the Lord,—is it so that on start- 


ing from our dream and looking around, we find 
the church still in the wilderness, divided, filled 
with envy, distracted with the noise of religious 
contention, ber members, every one, crying out 
I am of this name, and | of another, 

Iam well aware that there are many sincere 
christians who will think it too daring an expe- 
riment to speak the plain truth on this subject. 








ee " 


Seas 


Soe 


Ses 





& 
~ a 


34 


I cannot think so; an attempt to hide the real 
state of the church at large, from the public and 
from its own aiew, would prove highly perni-|° 
cious could itsucceed. But it would be all in 
vain to make the attempt; ihe eyes of the world 
are upon us, and see all our divisions and party 
spirit as plainly as we do. Every man of ob- 
servation knows what long continued and invet- 
erate prejudices inspire our different denomina- 
tions. So notorious is our shame that to flatter) 
ourselves with a hope of secrecy would only ex- 
pose us to ridicule. 
most insupportable to see ourselves as others see 

but surely, my brethren, when it has arriy- 
ed to such a crisis that the whole world knows 
us better than we are willing to know ourselves, 
it must be dotage indeed that would flatter us to 
expect a possible advantage from personal de- 
ception. 1 shail therefore declare the pres- 
ent condition of the church, with all the 
plainness which an impartial witness to the truth 
would use. 

TO BE CONTINCED. 

——— 


CONTROVERSIAL. 


FOR 


wane 
LETTER TO REY. JOHN BISBE. 

Mr, Epiror,—Ii 1 rightly understood your indica- 
tion, given out in your first number, you will have no 
objections to imsert in your paper, communications 
which are designed to call in question the doctrine you 
advocate, and even to disprove it, provided such com- 
mucations are written with a candid, christian spirit. 
With this assurance, I have thought ut to sdiions the 
following epistle to Mr. Joun Sisee, jr. through the 
medium of your paper. 

DEAR Srr, 

Havine read a letter which you addressed to the 
Rev. Exizan DEXTER, purporting to be in reply to one 
you received from him, both of which were published 
in the Universalist Magazine of the 14th August, I am 
jnduced to address you, through the medium of the 
same paper, not specially to reply to your letter, but 
to draw your attention to an immedkate consideration of 
the doctrine of Universalism, by way of direct inquiry. 

Sir, it is to be feared that truth very frequently suf- 
fers, in some degree at least, in comsequence of the at- 
tempt of hasty and inconsiderate minds engaging in its 
defence. I will not attempt to say how far this is the 
case in the instance of the letter which you suppose 
you received from the Rev. Mr. Dexter. Yet the man- 
ner of that communication, I think, is not altogether 
of that charactef which is calculated to commend its 
subject, however important, to the mind of an opposer. 
At the same time, permit me to suggest, that an impor- 
tant subject should not be disregarded, merely because 
it is stated in an improper manner, and in terms not 
flattering to our feelings. Without designing to place 
you in the character of those whom Jesus ad¢ressed in 
the 23d of Matthew; I may notice the pungency of that 
address, and the imporiance of its subject, as an in- 
stance to illustrate what | here suggest. The divine teach 
er does not carefully condescend to flatter the oppos- 
ers of his doctrine, but in the most direct manner calls 
them a generation of vipers, and asks them the impor- 
tant and splemn question, ‘* How can ye escape the 
damnation of heil. 

In room of making use of this instance to justify our 
doing the same to those whom we may think are in the 
wrong, I would rather caution myself and others to 
avoid this manner of communication, as we can have 
no just pretensions to the knowledge of men’s hearts, 
and of their future destiny, which the divine teacher 
undoubtedly had. And though we may have our fears 
yespecting the future condition of certain individuals, 
yet as we do not know for certainty where they will 
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How different is our condition and pris ileges, from thoee 


finally Jand, we may not so properly designate individ- 
uals as the subjects of our lamentations, as did our 
Saviour in the case to which I have just alluded. In- 
deed, there seems some impropriety, I frankly acknow- 
ledge, for one who is a minister of Jesus Christ, to set 
forth his concern for individuals or for the multitude, as 
] What lamen- 


if ng 
as 


as he has the scriptures before him. 
tation of our fellow-creatures can so justly move us, 
that recorded of Jesus’ weeping over Jerusalem, after 
he had in direct terms denounced on his enemies the 


| **damnation of hell: 
{ know that it is often al- 


Althouch we cannot tify even the resemblance of 


asseverated by one denomi- 


jus 
such denunciations, when 
en we are assured that 


such a de- 


nation against another, vet w! 


the divine teacher did absolutely advance 


1} 


claration, it would be hichly impr cline 


per for us to de 
its serious consideration. 
It is readily acknowle 
you speak of the divine Being, of the 
ous ways of his 


Yred that the manner in which 


erand and gic ri- 


providence and grace, is by no means 
vage or invention 


Nor is it 


too exalted; no. nor can human lang 
} 


to the summit of this infinite glory. 
possible for us to imagine any thi 
must result, in all cases, from the 
wisdom and goodness. But all t! 

well, yes, far better known to hi over Je- 
rusalem, and who denounced on |iis enemies of that a- 
bominable city the ** damnation of hell,’ than to the 
most refined philosopher of the present day. 

In this view of these weighty subjects, permit me, 
dear sir, to solicit your attention to several queries. 

Ist. How shall we understand the question, or rather 
assertion in the strong terms of a question, above quot- 
ed from Matt. 2Sd—** How can ye escape the damna- 
tion of hell?’ im a way consistent with the salvation of 
those whom Jesus called a generation of vipers? And 
2d. By carefully comparing the doctrine which you 
have set forth in your letter to the Rev. Mr Dexter, 
with this degunctation on the enemies of Jesus, and 
with this lamentation over them, can you see as much 
occasion for fear and concern for the future welfare of 
the wicked, in the former as in the latter? 

In calling your atte 

of these weighty cor suffer yourself 

to think, that I am opposed in my feelings, 
lasting welfare of all 


reach 
ng half as glorious as 
infinite 


econo my ot 


ese things were as 


m, who wept 


ntion to a serious consideration 
icerns, you will not 
to the ever- 
ny fellow creature s, but on the 
contrary, you will do me the justice to believe, that I 
ther motive in this attempt than to serve the 
interest of truth. However strongly we may desire the 
happiness of our own hat of s. it seems 
pture and experience, that 
iNation to God, and in hi 
happiness only is, or cap be It therefore, ap- 
pears rea esus did ; 
the pure in heart for ‘this shall see God,” 
timony evidently asserts that the 


have no ¢ 
souls or t other 
to me very evident, from ser: 
in recone s righteousness true 
found. 
sonable to preach as J ** Blessed are 
but this tes- 
impure in heart shall 
not see him. 

I will add, subscribing my name to this 
ou no just occasion of com- 
plaint, for it appears tc me “that my Name is of no con- 
sequence, as nothing of a personal nature is embraced 
in Ae e motives by which it has been dictated. 


© Rey. Mr. b ecxier ¢ 


that by not 
Thope Is shali give y 


epistle, 


Should 
.echne the correspondence which 


you offer him, and you should think my suggestions 
worthy of your notice, your reply to this communica- 


tion would be acceptable, and duly considerd by a well- 


wisher to you and to mankind. 
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SUITABLE THOUGHTS 
FOR THE MORNING OF THE SABBATH. 
How great is the privilege we enjoy. We live in a 
land of liherty, and an age of inquiry, when knowledge 
is increasing. We are permitted to worship the Fa- 
ther of our spirits in that way which best suits the dic- 
tates of our own unbiassed conscience, and there is no 


power of persecution that can im any way harm us.— 


enjoyed in the first ages of the gospel. Then those who 
believed in the Saviour, and worship ped God in his 
loved name were exposed to suffer the loss of all earthly 


things and their lives also; and a if we may believe 


be- 


the well authenticated accoun ts of those e atly chris- 


tians. ealous to phe the worship of 
God, than now, where they 
have all the liberty they wish to improve. This surely 
appears like ingratitude. This reflection shall incite us 

We will not 
ttle distance from the 


thev were more z 


christians generally are 


to vigilance. let trifling circumstances of 
dress, or a |i 


orthe we ather’s not bei ns sO periec tly agres able, pre- 


h ouse of WOrSHID, 


netuary of devotion. But when 


that we 


vent our being at the 


we are there, then we must be duly cautious 


profit by the ¢ pportunity. When the sacred scriptures 
are read, we will devoutly attend to their instructions 
when the praises of God our Saviour are sung, we wil! 


the 
words of the 


sing with the spirit and understanding ; in} rayer, 


we must al] pray in the minister, exercis 


ing 
ing 


our own understandings with fervent desires to Go 
will strive 
the su! 
the speaker, and following with nice attention until t} 

By these exertions, and the blessing of God 
we shall return from public worship with an intellectu- 


while the sermon is delivered, we to keer 


the thread of the discourse, | ‘ginning ject with 


close. 


al refreshment, edification and comfort. Mav it please 
our Father in heaven to bless these reflections and su: 


ceed these resolutions to the honour of his grace 
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“THE KALEIDOSCOPE,” 


The following is taken from the Boston Kaleidoscope 


ef the 21st instant. 
“UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
“When we, some weeks since, proposed certain 


questions for the consideration of Universalists, it was 
dene with a view to Jead them to ** search the scriptures 
daily, to see whether these things were so.7?) We had 
no expectation of entering into a controversy on the 


subject. The Editor of the Magazine has opened the 
wen as a lawyer would say, and we are willing he 

should close it. We have had but Dittle time to spare, 
from other occupations, and but little room to devote 


a defence. We are 
aud therefore ca 
prominent parts of his plea. 

As Mr. bie ** sive hismse If wholly’? to this 
ject, we request him to show wherein it is irrational 
or unscriptural to suppose, that David king of Israel is 
and ever will be Jess happy, than he might } 
had he not been a murderer and an adi 


still in 
n only notice 


in this paper, to making 
the saine predicament ; 
some oi the 


stib- 


ave been, 


ite re rs ari 


that all others, ““who make a wrong choice.’ while 
e njoying the lie ht of reason and revelati mn. should fore 
ever feel a regret, that they had made it. We wouid 


ask him whether conscience in this life does not con- 
stitute a heaven or a hell, in the huma 

whether so long as we remain the same, identical beings 
we now are, we have not much reason to expect, that 
unless we ‘* keep a conscience, void of oflence,’ it 
will prove our tormentor? 

Mr. B. says, ** notwithstanding David's sin 
crimson, yet he was brought toe Aperierice th » divine 
forgiveness,”? Granted. But, when a disobedcic ied child 
repents and returns to his duty, and is received and 
forgiven by a merciful parent, feel so happy, as 
be might have felt, hadhe never transgressed ? He will 
undoubtedly feel more happy, than he would to con- 
tinue in disobedience, or to find his parent implacable ; 
but will not regret end sorrow for his former transgres- 
sions still remain? And must not the consciousness of 
having disobeyed the laws of our Heavenly Father, 
which were made solely for our own good, forever in a 
degree mar our happiness in exact proportion to our 
disobedience ? 

We propose these questions for consideration, with- 
out giving our own opinion on the subject. 

We will turn our Kaleidoscope, once more, and pres 
sent our 4th question in a new form, which we hope 
will be intelligible. —We believe in the doctrine of future 
and eve rlasting punishme nt. Mr. B. does not. Such 
is ovr opinion ot the weakness of human reason, which 
must be used in order to understand the scriptyres; 


n breast; und 


a 


can he 
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and such is our opinion of our own weakness, that we 
acknowledge that there is one chance in two, that we 
misunderstand the scriptures and arein an error. Now 
as “*time and chance happen to all,’ the question is, 
whether there is not one chance in many millions, that 
Mr. B. misunderstands the scriptures and is in an error? 
ft he is infallible, we shall expect him to prove himself 
so, by performing a miracle otherwise.—As Franklin 
said of Christianity, so we say of any future punish- 
menmt— itis safest lo believe it.” 

By what means our brother editor has lost his memo- 
cy we know not; but he seems to have forgotten that 
he was the first mover of the controversy which has oc- 
cupied a part of our respective papers for several weeks 
past. He says; ‘the editor of the Magazine has open- 
ed the cause, as the lawyer says, and we are willing he 
should close it.” 
vyme open the cause? 


But how did the editor of the Maga- 
Did he open it by stating a num- 
ber of qui stions for the consideration of those who are 
self-styled ** rational and liberal christians,”’ in distinc- 
tion from all other christian people? Did he open the 
cause by informing the public, in a pompous manner, 
that he had come to a conclusion to devote part of his 
paper t» the great work of * explaining and vindicag- 
inw’”? Universalism, as distinguished from all other doc- 
trines? Most surely if the editor of the Magazine had 
onened the cause, by these means, it could be hoped 
that he would have too much modesty to tell his broth- 

r editor, who should have done no more than to at- 
‘empt to answer his questions, in a plain and direct 
manner, and call on him to fulfil his vast and extensive 
rromiscs, that as he had opened the cause, he might 
ciose it! 

The plain truth of the case is this; the editor of the 
Kaleidoscope has asked questions and he has had his 
answers beyond his power to refute. He has made 
promises, which he his now convinced he is unable to 
perform; and this we told him at first. But the pro- 
bability is, he had it in expectation, that some profound 
divine, who is ranked with the ** rational and liberal,” 
would have assisted in fulfilling these great promises. 
Ah! brother editor, the times are hard, and one disap- 
pointment leads on to another in such an unexpected 
way, and in cases where people think they are perfect- 
ly safe, that it vequires no small degree of prudence to 
) When the Balti- 
more sermon came out, which is unquestionably a ve- 
ry eacellent picee of work, in many respects, it raised 
the feelings and expectations of the “‘ rational and Jibe- 
ral’? to such a degree that it was thought safe to prom- 
But even good fortune may be 
foo much relied on, for it is evident that there is not 
sufficient means for the fulfiling of the promises which 
you made, no doubt with an honest intention. And 
besides, there has been a late draught made on your 


place promiscs ina safe condition. 


ise almost any thing. 


concern from Andover, which, though perharzs you ex- 
pected, is said by some to be rather too heavy for pre- 
sent convenience. How these things are, we will not 
venture to say ; but we are perfectly satisfied that you 
would have fulfiiled your engagements if it had been in 
your power. Your will has all along appeared not to be 
wanting. If poor Judas and the impenitent thief could 
have been made to pass currently for as much as you 
estimated them at, the round sum of eternal] damnation 
would have been made out, and your account with us 
squared off; but here again you have been most wretch- 
edly disappointed ; for where ever you present the sin- 
ner in all his sins, we balance the whole with our ever 
blessed Saviour, who gave himself a ransom for all. 

Reader, if you see anything in the foregoing apostro- 
phy, which your good taste may not so well relish, you 
may leave it for our brother, who will accept it at our 
hands as not inconsistent with our good feelings to- 
wards him. 

We shall now pass to consider the questions which 
are stated for our solution. 

Question Ist. ‘* Wherein js it irrational or unscrip- 
turat to suppose, that David king of Israel, is ane ever 
wit] be less happy, than he might have beca, bad he not 
been a murderer and an adulterer; and that all others, | 
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‘* who made a wrong choice,’ while enjoying the light 
of reason and revelation, should forever feel a regret, 
that they had madeit. We would ask him whether 
conscience in this life does not constitute a heaven or a 


conscience, void of offence,’ it will prove our tor- 
mentor?” 

We are perfectly willing to answer these querics, but 
it is proper in the first place tc inform onr friend, that, 
as they relate to our argument, it really belongs to him 
to prove from reason and scripture that the conscience 
of David king of Israel, and the consciences of all oth- 
ers ‘* who have made a wrong choice” will eternally re- 
main in them **ahell.” This is the amount of his que- 
ries, as they relate to his own argument. He should 
know, that after he has made a statement, on which he 
rests his whole scheme of ** rational and liberal chris- 
tianity,”’ it belongs to him to support it when called on 
But we are willing to exhonerate him from 
this task, because it is very evident that he is sensible 
that he cannot doit. We will therefcre, prove the 
reverse. And, 

Ist. That it is irrational that the conscicuces of al} 
who have sinned in this mortal state should constitute 
in them ‘Sa hell”? to all eternity, is evident, because sin 
has its origin in finite causes, and may be traced to the 
passions and fleshly inclinations of our earthly consti- 
tution. Immortal interests and eternal things must have 
immortal and eternal principles on whi-li to be predi- 
cated, and by which to be supported. We think it 
entirely inconsistent with our ideas of the infinite good- 
ness of our Father in heaven, to expose his rational off- 
spring to temptations which he must know would prove 
a damage to them, time without end. 


so to do. 


We see no pos- 
sible way that such ideas can be allowed without anni- 
hilating in our minds the genuime character of a kind 
Father in our Creator, And, 

2d. That such notions are unscriptural scems evi- 
dent from the following testimony; Isaiai xiiii, 25, “1, 
even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
mine own sake, and will not remember tliy sins.”?  Isa- 
iah i. 18, ‘* Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” If God does not remember the 
sinner’s sin, and if the sinner is thoroughly cleansed it 
seems to come directly to the case mentioned by John ; 
** Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence toward God.”” Ezekiel xviii. 21, 22, ** But 
if the wicked will turn from his sins that he hath com- 
mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is 
lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shail not die. 
All his transgresssons that he hath committed, they shall 
not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that 
he hath done he shall live.*? Can all this be true and 
yet the conscience continue ‘a fire tiat never can be 
quenched, and a worm that will never die, constituting 
a hell to all eternity?” Zeph. iii. 11, ‘“‘In that day 
shalt thou not be ashamed for all the doings wherein 
thou hast transgressed against me.”? The words of Je- 
sus to Simon the pherisce may assist to strengthen our 
minds on this subject. See Luke vii. Two debtors are 
proposed, one owing five hundred pence and the other 
fifty. As neither had anything to pay, they were both 
forgiven ; the question which Jesus stated relative to 
this case, was, which of them would love most? The 
answer was easy ; he to whom most was forgiven. The 
Saviour then applied the answer to the case of Simon 
and the sinful woman, and informed him that she loved 
him better than he did, as she was sensible that much 
was forgiven her. But according to the arguments of 
our brother, the happiness of the debtor who owed but 
fifty would be much greater than his who owed five 
hundred. But the parable of the labourers makes all 
equal and gives to every man a penny. 
Conscience, like every thing else of our heaveuly 
Father’s appoimtment, is designed for our benefit, and 
must answer the end for which it is mstituted; and 








hell, in the human breast ; and whether so long as we | 
remain the same identical beings we now are, we have | 
not much reason to expect, that unless we ‘‘keep a) 
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when this end is answered we have no occasion to seek 
for any other. 

Let us ask then what good does our heavenly Fathe 

design by the condemning power of our conscience 
when we do wrong? Answer; the object is to prevent 
our continuing to do wrong; but after we are fully re- 
claimed, and obtain to a state that is sinless, what ben« 
efit could arise from our feeling condemned for our 
faults, committed here in an imperfect state ? 
The case of the child’s disobedience, mentioned by 
our brother, is very well chosen, but his result is not 
correct. The principle is the following; by means of 
disobedience the child is brought to a higher degree of 
the knowledge of parental kindness, than it otherwise 
would have obtained, and the more of the parental love 
there is realized, the greater will be the love of the re- 
formed child, and the greater this Jove, the greater the 
happiness. The language of scripture on this subject 
is, ‘** Moreover, the law entered that the offence might 
abound; but where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound.” 

‘to conclude, As Dr. Franklin thought it safe to be- 
lieve in christianity, our brother thinks it safe to believe 
in endless misery! But is endless misery christianity 2 
ls cndless torment the * glad tidings of great joy which 
should be to all people’??) We do not pretend to in 
fallibility in ourselves, but we do believe that God’s 
grace is infallible, and if so, and he will have all men 
to be saved, then Judas, the thief, and these editors 
who have some little dispute about their different opin- 
ions, are in mercy’s hands; and if we are not tee un- 
believing, we may rejoice together in the hope of the 
glory of God. The differences which exist among men 
can never divide the mind of our Father in heaven, 
whose tender mercies are over all his works. 


MORALITY. 


Ir is with a man’s morals as it is with his temporal 
concerns. If he suffer his business to get behind hand, 
he finds it very difficult to meet all his engagements, and 
utterly impossible to take “any advantages which ure 
constantly presenting themselves to the economist, who 
in room of being in debt, has money to spare. A few 
days of relaxation from the wholesome rules of a morai 
lite, will throw us so far back, that in room of having it 
in our power to make new advances in the ‘* noble and 
glorious work” of moral acquirements, it may consume 
some time and cost no little exertion to retrieve what 
was foolishly lost. 

This simple hint, should it be put to its most profita- 
ble use, may turn to more advantage than a superficial 
observer might expect, for should it induce any to avoid 
running into debt unnecessarily, or to exert economy 
to pay what they owe, the advantage would not be. 
small. And if it should incite any to be on their guard 
against temptation, this is better than silver or gold. 





GENERAL CONVENTION, 

(>> The General Convention of Untversalists 
will mect in LEBANON, (N. H.) on the third Wednes- 
day and Thursday of September next, being the 15th 
and 16th days of said month. 
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A SERMON. delivered at the SecondUniversalist 
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HlosEA Larsnov, Pastor. 

* For, behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an 
oven; aud all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, 
shall be stubble ; arid the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, sucth the Lord of hosts, that it shal! leave ther. 
neither root nor branch.”’—-Malachi, iv. 1. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
wernw 
“ But seck ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness ; and all these things shall be added uii- 
fo you.’ —Matt. vi. 33. 


OF all the objects men pursuc, 
One far above the rest is priz’d ; 
More worthy is, in wisdom’s view, 
Than all the earth or world beside. 


And this, before all other things, 

Is recommended to our cure ; 
Because this vast attainment brings 
All other blessings, rich and rare. 


Nor is this treasure plac’d so high, 
The learned only it can find ; 

It is to all conditions nigh, 

The rich, the poor, the unrefin’d. 


To heaven’s pow’r and righteousness, 

Whoever, humbly, is resign’d, 

Doth in his treasures vast possess 

All that hath power to bless mankind 

RES 
FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
“wee 
Mr. Eviron,—Though the following, from the pen 
of Select Osborn,may have been already seen by many 
of your readers, still it cannot be uninteresting to any, 
even ona second perusal. It has been copied into a 
few papers, but never has had that general circulation 
its merits deserve. The composition, indeed, may not 
be so polished as in some other productions of the au- 
thor, but never was FEELING more naturally and strong- 
ly expressed ; and to such as seck for something more 
than perfect rhymes and exact metres, to such as have 
a taste for originality and a frank unaffected pathos that 
command the whole heart, this piece will afford gratifi- 
cation seldom experienced. = 
THE TREBLE VOICE. 
THAT voice,—O how its warblings fill 
Each nerve with rapture, while I hear! 
While ev’ry earthly thought is still,— 
My senses crowding to my ear. 


Hark, how it swells,—so swells my soul, 
With joy exalted, pure and holy! 
it rises, —earth, thy base control 
I spurn,—adieu, vain world of folly ! 
For I disclaim all grovelling joys, 
I feast on sound, I live on song ; 
? rise immortal, with that voice, 
To heav’n, where all such strains belong. 


in tender cadence, now it fulls, 

Breathes gently thro’ the sacred dome, 
Like the angelic tone, that calls 

A kindred spirit to its home. 


‘Tis ended,—but the lovely strain 

Still breathes delight on fancy’s ear ; 
Mortal I find myself again,x— 

I know it by this starting tear. 


"Tis not my present sense alone, 

That wakes, sweet Laura, at thy song, 
But images of pleasure flown, 

Around the seat of mem’ry throng. 


For then I think of other days, 

When one, with heart as pure as thine, 
Beside me rais’d the hymn of praise, 

And blended all her sou! with mine. 


Sing, on fair warbler, O restore 
The dear illusion to my view ; 

Te soothe my widow’d heart, once more 
The dream of past delights renew 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
REV. MR. WEEKS’ SERMON. 


The following extract may be found on the 153d 


- oc . ; > i 
Ipage of a volume of Sermons, lately printed in Provi- 


dence, (R. 1.) on the Decrees and Agency of God.— 
By. Rev. Wm. R. Weeks.  Plattsburg, (N. Y.) 
EXTRACT, 

“In the creat day, when God has pronounced the 
final sentence upon the wicked, it will be known that 
it is his wel? that they should suffer the pains of hell to 
eternity. It will be their duty, therefore to subinit to 
this sentence, and acquiesce in it because it is for the 
clory of Ged that they should so suffer. It is true, 
indeed, that they will not exercise this submission, but 
will always rage and rebel against God. But that does 
not alter their duty. Again, when the final sentence 
shall be pronounced apon the wicked, it wll be known 
that it is God's will that they should continue sinners 
to eternity. And all boiy beings will acquiesce in this, 
and choose it too, for the same reason that God does, 
namely, because it will be most tor his glory, and the 
good of the universe.” 

A few inquiries and remarks on the foregoing extract 
‘may be not only acceptable to our readers, but possi- 
bly, by the blessing of God, instructive and useful.— 
And that this may be so rendered, let us with due cau- 
tion as well as justifiable freedom, take up the several 
statements made in the extract, in their order, and en- 
deavour to satisfy our minds respecting their propriety, 
or impropriety, by bringing them into the clear hight of 
divine revelation, and by passing them through the cru- 
cible of common sense. 

1. ‘In the great day, when God has pronounced the 
final sentence upon the wicked, it will be known that 
it is his wll that they should suffer the pains of hell to 
eternity.” 

Respecting this subject, let us ask, if we have any 
thing like it stated in the written testimony? Has 
God, who spake unto the fathers, by the prophets, 
and unto us by his Son, either by the former, or by the 
latter ever told us, that it is his will that sinners should 
suffer the pains of hell forever? St. Paul, in his first 
epistle to Timothy, says that God ‘* will have all men 
to be saved,’ and he further says, that the one medi- 
ator ** gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time.*? Now compare; St. Paul says that God * will 
have all men to be saved ;” 
that it is God’s will that the wicked ** should suffer the 
pains of hell to eternity.’ St. Paul says, that the me- 
diator ** gave himself a ransom for all ;”? the Rev. Mr. 
Weeks’ testimony is, that it is God’s will that those for 
whom Jesus gave himseli a ransom ‘* should suffer the 
pains of hell to eternity.” Now if we believe St. Paul 
must we not disbelic-ve the preacher? But how will it 
do to disbelieve this preacher's testimony? If we do, 
we deny orthodoxy. His testimony is perfectly con- 
sistent with all which is now called orthodoxy in this 
country. The matter then is plain; if we believe 
St. Paul we must disbelieve the doctrine of our clergy ; 
there is no middle way. Who does Mr. Weeks say 
wills the eternal misery of the wicked? Answer ; it is 
that God of whom St. Paul speaks to the Ephesians as 
follows; ** But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ.” Thus 
the Apostle informs us that God loves those who are 
dead in sins with a great love; but Mr. Weeks says, 
that God wills the eternal misery of sinners. Jesus him- 
self said, that he came not to cal] the righteous, but sin- 
ners to repentance; that the whole need not a physi- 
cian, but they that are sick. But Mr. Weeks contends 
that God wills the eternal misery of those whom Christ 
came to save. 

Is there any good reason for believing such awful re- 
presentations of God? do they agree with common 
sense and observation? Does the ccnduct of our heav- 
enly Father towards sinners, in any way indicate that 
he wills their endless torment? We surely know that 





the Rev. Mr. Weeks says | 


we are all sinners, and have come short of the glory of 
God; but are we convinced by the divine conduet, 
that it is the will of our heavenly Father that we should 
be eternally miserable? If he wishes to torment us 
why does he continue to load us with his bounties ; 
Why are we surrounded with the divine favour contia- 
ually, if it be our heavenly Father’s will that we should 
suffer the pains of hell forever ? 

After all, suppose we should allow such an absurdi- 
ty as the preacher has stated, to be possible, and even 
on the supposition of its being true, the question remains 
how the preacher knows any thing of this matter? As 
we read nothing of it in the scriptures, but the reverse ; 
and as common observation and the daily blessings 
which all receive at the hand of God seem all to speak 
a different language, how do our orthodox clergy know 
this fact, even if it be true? 

2, “It will be their duty, therefore, to submit to this 
sentence, and acquiesce in it because it is for the glory 
of God that they should so suffer. It is true, indecd, 
that they will net exercise this submission, but wil] ai- 
ways rage and rebel against God. But that does net 
alter their duty.” 





Here observe, the preacher says, because it is for the 
glory of God, that these miserable creatures should be 
eternally tormented, they, therefore, ought to acqui- 
esce in it. 





;common sense in this statement. It ts a fact which 
jevery school boy knows, that what a person acquiesces 
'in, with that he is sa/isfied. What thenis the amount of 
what our preacher here says? It is simply this; it will 
be the duty of those who *‘ suffer the pains of hell to e- 
ternity,”? to suffer no more than what will amount to 


their satisfaction ! 


! 
| 


We call on our readers to make search to satisfy them- 
selves, whether the scriptures give any support to such 
ideas. 

3. ** Again, when the final sentence shall be pro- 
nounced upon the wicked, it weil be known that it is 
God’s will that they should continue sinners to eternity.” 

Compare this with the pre ceding sentence, In that 
of the mise 


erable to submit to, and acquiesce in their torment. be- 


the preacher asserts that 1t will be the duty 





cause it is Ged’s will. Then of course it will be their 
| duty to have reconciled,rightcons hearts and affections : 
in this last sentence he says, ** it is God’s will that 


they should continue sinners to cfernity ! =o he makes 
out that it will be their duty to aci « ntrary to the will 
of God, and by remaining sinners they will do his will ! 

What is the further result of these state ments? An- 
swer; they make out that the will of God and the will 
of sinners will eternally run in the same channel. God 
wills that they should sin, and they will to sin! And 
what more? Why, 

4. **And all holy beings will acquiesce in this, and 
choose it too, for the same reason that God does, name- 
ly, because it well be most for his glory, and the good of 
the universe.”” 

Here the preacher caps his climax, All holy beings 
in heaven, will be agreed in the will of God and in the 
will of sinners to all cternity ! This preacher supposes, 
no doubt that he sees ali this absurdity perfectly clerr. 
Why then does he not now offer up his prayers to Al- 
mighty God, for the eternal continuance of sin and mis- 
ery? If he believes that the endless continuance of re- 
bellion against God is most for the glory of God, and 
for the good of the universe, why does he pray that 
sinners may be converted from the error of their ways? 

Perhaps our readers may say, that this preacher was 
under the influence of insanity. No such thing, kind 
reader ; this preaching is only an honest, open declara- 
tion of what is now called orthodoxy, and it displays 
all the foundation that can be exhibited, on which to 
build the doctrine of endleés misery. 
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